BEHIND   THE    SCENES   IN    THE    CABINET

and expressed their willingness to vote for the transference of the
Government. The danger of a split in the Cabinet at this crucial
hour was avoided. The Government's decision to move from
Madrid to Valencia was approved by a -unanimous vote of the
Cabinet. Unanimity was important in order that no party or
political organization could later claim to have opposed the
decision.

During Largo Caballero's premiership a Cabinet vote on
important decisions was the general procedure. Whenever ener-
getic measures were required for the defence of the Republic it
usually happened that, while the majority of the votes were cast
in support of the Premier's position, the Prieto group in the
Cabinet inclined to vote with the moderate Republicans whose
policies were more hesitant than Caballero's. When Dr. Negrin
became Premier he introduced a different practice. Votes were
taken only on death sentences. On no other matters was a
division of Cabinet opinion allowed to coalesce. Each minister
was free to express his point of view and the final decision was
made by the Premier on the basis of the discussion, but no vote
was taken. This assured a more vigorous leadership.

When the departure of the Government was decided upon, the
enemy was less than two miles from the capital. It was agreed
that, in order not to attract too much attention, the Ministers
should leave Madrid separately. I remained behind for a few
hours, preparing contacts with the diplomatic corps and organizing
the evacuation of the Code Section, the only department which
I was interested in taking with me.

On arriving at Taranc6n, forty-five miles from Madrid, we
were informed by one of the road patrols that they could not give
us any petrol without a special permit from the military com-
mander, to whose headquarters we were conducted. There we
found that TarancxSn was in the hands of the "Iron Column,"
behind whose fine-sounding name a whole series of undesirables,
armed with rifles and obeying no law but their own, were sowing
terror on all sides and preparing the installation of the "new social
order" by a series of thefts and murders. The local chief was a
man whom I had known ever since the revolutionary movement
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